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Washington Wine Reports Warm Year, Low Yields and Good Quality in 2021 
Annual wine production report shows 179,600 tons of grapes harvested last fall 

SEATTLE (April 14, 2022)—Washington’s 2021 wine grape harvest was marked by 
record-breaking heat during the growing season, resulting in low yields of high-quality 
fruit. The Washington State Wine Commission’s annual Grape Production Report, 
compiled with information provided by all Washington State wineries, showed 179,600 
tons of wine grapes were harvested in 2021, just slightly more than the previous year. 
“Both 2020 and 2021 were small harvests, but unlike the previous year where a myriad 
of factors contributed to a smaller harvest, in 2021 there was really one major factor that 
impacted yield size across the state—the historic heat event in June,” explained Steve 
Warner, President of the Washington State Wine Commission. 
At the end of June, a heat dome descended upon the west coast shattering previous 
temperature records. Growers reported that vineyards fared well overall during the 
extreme heat, but it did contribute to a reduction in berry size and cluster size. The rest 
of the growing season continued to be warm, and 2021 is considered to be one of the 
warmest vintages on record. 
“Though a very warm year, temperatures did cool down to allow for extended ripening 
through September and October,” Warner said. “Our winemakers and growers reported 
the overall quality of the fruit to be fantastic with great flavor and concentration.” 
Cabernet Sauvignon has been Washington’s most produced variety since 2015, and 
this year it came in at 50,865 tons, 28% of the total. Chardonnay was second at 25,675 
tons or 14% of the total. Riesling, Merlot, Syrah and Sauvignon Blanc rounded out the 
top six, which altogether equated to 84% of the crop. Though the total crop was up only 
1% over 2020, several varieties fared well during the heat event, specifically Syrah 
which grew by 15% and Sauvignon Blanc which grew by 8%. Farmers received an 
average of $1,460 per ton, a decrease of $35 from the previous year. Mourvèdre 
received the highest average price per ton at $2,447. 

Resources for Media: 
• 2021 Washington Wine Grape Production Report
• 2021 Washington Wine Vintage Overview
• 2021 Washington Wine Grape Harvest – Key Stats

https://www.washingtonwine.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/2021-Grape-Production-Report.pdf
https://www.washingtonwine.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/2021-WA-Wine-Harvest-Key-Stats.pdf
https://www.washingtonwine.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/2021-WA-Wine-Vintage-Overview.pdf


 

 
 
 
About the Washington State Wine Commission: 
The Washington State Wine Commission (WSWC) represents every licensed winery and wine 
grape grower in Washington State. Guided by an appointed board, WSWC provides a marketing 
platform to raise positive awareness about the Washington wine industry and generate greater 
demand for its wines. Funded almost entirely by the industry through assessments based on 
grape and wine sales, WSWC is a state government agency, established by the legislature in 
1987. To learn more, visit www.washingtonwine.org.  
MEDIA CONTACT: 
Heather Bradshaw, Communications Director  
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