
WA SHINGTON WINE 101

Horse Heaven Hills AVA



Washington State is the second-largest wine region in the United States, 

cultivating over 80 grape varieties. WashingtoƴΩǎ growers & vintners work in 

tandem to produce a combination of old world & new world styles.

WASHINGTON STATE WINE



W A S H I N G T O N  S TAT E  W I N E  C O M M I S S I O N

WHAT ARE WE

ÁWSDA Commodity

ÁCommission Est. 1987

ÁMarketing, Education, 
Viticulture & Enology 
Research

WHO ARE WE

Á13-member industry-
appointed board 

Á9 staff: marketing, 
communications        and 
research

FUNDING

Á$4.0M Annual Budget

Á100% industry funded

ÁWine: $0.08/gallon

ÁGrapes : $12/ton



Showing the world how 
great we are.

P ROMOTING  WASH ING TON

MARKETING & EDUCATION

Á100+ domestic and international programs 
& events each year

ÁEducational seminars and opportunities for 
wine trade

ÁRobust media relations

Á Inbound tours & hosting

ÁTop notch social media program

RESEARCH

ÁWSU Wine Science Center

ÁWAVE: WA Advancements in 
Viticulture & Enology

ÁWorld-class V&E research



Å²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǿƛƴŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜǎ 
25% of its budget to support a 
groundbreaking viticulture and enology 
research program, along with the state-
of-the-art WSU Wine Science Center.

Å Research priorities are 100% industry 
driven, and results are available to 
every winery and vineyard in the state.

Å Outreach is a major priority,  to ensure 
farmers and winemakers have the most 
updated information to make even 
better wine and grow even better fruit.

R E S E A R C H

World-class wine 
research program



Washington wine is 
available in 100+ 
countries

G L O B A L  M A R K E T S



O V E R V I E W



²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǾƛƴŜȅŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƴŜǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 

hundreds of miles. Because of this grape growers and 

vintners must work in tandem. Our region is one of shared 

endeavors.

A COLLABORATION OF INGENUITY, HARD 
WORK AND PASSION.



We have biostatisticiansand scientists, professional snowboarders and 

quarterbacks, cattle ranch hands and geologists, bartenders and English teachers, 

masters of wine and aeronautical engineers, oceanographers and actors, and so 

many more.

WINE WITH CHARACTER(S).









W A  W I N E

WINERIES

1,000+
GROWERS

400+
ACRES PLANTED

50,000+
TONS PRODUCED 

150,000

B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

bƛƴŜǘȅ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǿƛƴŜǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƳŀƭƭΣ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ-owned 
wineries who make fewer than 5,000 cases a year.

Annual In-state Economic Impact

$10+ Billion
Annual Wine Production

10 Million Cases



W A  W I N E

LICENSED WINERIES 
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W A  W I N EA  B R I E F  H I S TO R Y  O F  E X P L O S I V E  G R O W T H

TONS OF GRAPES CRUSHED
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W A  W I N EA  B R I E F  H I S TO R Y  O F  E X P L O S I V E  G R O W T H

WINE GRAPE  ACREAGE
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W A  W I N ED I V E R S I T Y :  2 0 2 4  H A R V E S T



ÅCollaboration is key to success

ÅYoung region, rich history

ÅSmall family-owned wineries

ÅRoom to grow!

S U M M A R Y



²!{ ILbD¢hbΩ{  !±!ǎ



ter·roir
/ǘŜǊ ǿŅǊ/

noun

1. the complete natural environment in which a particular 
wine is produced, including factors such as the soil, 
topography, and climate.

2. the characteristic taste and flavor imparted to a wine by 
the environment in which it is produced.



WASHINGTON HAS 21 UNIQUE
GROWING REGIONS.

Each AVA possesses a unique combination of climate, 

topography and soils that define the aromas and 

flavors of locally grown grapes and the wines crafted 

from them.



W A S H I N G T O N  AV A S



COLUMBIA VALLEY  

Encompassing more than a quarter of the state, the 
/ƻƭǳƳōƛŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ƛǎ ōȅ ŦŀǊ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ 
growing region at nearly 11 million acres. Almost all 
ƻŦ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳō-
appellations of the Columbia Valley.

DESIGNATED: 1984 

ACREAGE: 
Total acreage: 11,308,636 (4,576,442 hectares)
WA acreage: 8,748,949 (3,540,574 hectares)
Total vineyard acreage: 60,079 (24,313 hectares)
WA vineyard acreage: 59,234 (23,971 hectares)

TOP VARIETIES: Cabernet Sauvignon, Chardonnay, Merlot, 
Riesling, Syrah

ANNUAL PRECIPITATION:
Average 6-8 inches, wide range throughout

W A S H I N G T O N  AV A s



Columbia Valley



²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭƭȅ-recognized 
AVA, Yakima Valley has more than one quarter 
ƻŦ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ŀŎǊŜŀƎŜΦ ¸ŀƪƛƳŀ 
±ŀƭƭŜȅ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ 
growing regions. 

DESIGNATED: 1983 

ACREAGE: 
Total Acreage: 708,710  (286,804 hectares)
Vineyard Acreage: 18,924 (7,658 hectares)

TOP VARIETIES: Chardonnay, Riesling,  Merlot, Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Syrah

ANNUAL PRECIPITATION:
Average 8 inches

W A S H I N G T O N  AV A s

YAKIMA VALLEY  



Yakima Valley


