












W ho runs
the program?
The program was built as a partnership,    
and will remain a partnership.

•  Washington Winegrowers is the managing entity  
and oversees the third-party audit and certification 
process related to the Sustainable WA Winegrape 
Standard. 

•  The Washington State Wine Commission manages 
the brand and marketing. 

•  The Washington Wine Industry Foundation processes 
funds raised and seeks additional funding through 
grants and industry, as needed. 

•  The Washington Wine Institute communicates 
industry commitment to sustainability with 
policymakers.

Is there a governing body for Sustainable WA?
A Governance Council oversees the program and will 
monitor program components including the standards, 
the auditor training module, the certification program 
manual, and the application form and claims guidance. 
The Governance Council includes a representative 
from the Washington State Wine Commission, 
Washington Wine Institute, Washington Wine Industry 
Foundation, the Washington Winegrowers, and an open 
position.

The Governance Council may form relevant 
committees as need arises. A Technical Committee will 
be responsible for decisions relating to program 
requirements and process, and a marketing and 
communications committee may be formed to support 
ongoing outreach and program design. The Technical 
Committee is populated with subject matter experts to 
review standards annually to: ensure compliance; 
address shifts in pest and disease pressure; address 
technical issues; and overall ensure they continue to be 
aligned with cutting-edge research and sustainability 
best practices.

As a program of the Washington Winegrowers, the 
Winegrowers board of directors has final authority and 
discretion over program elements.

More Questions?
Reach out to Washington Winegrowers or the  
Washington State Wine Commission anytime:

Washington Winegrowers

Colleen Frei,
Executive Director, Washington Winegrowers 
colleen@wawinegrowers.org 

Washington Wine Commission

Heather Bradshaw
Communications Director, Washington State Wine Commission 
hbradshaw@washingtonwine.org

Melissa Hansen
Research Program Director, Washington State Wine Commission 
mhansen@washingtonwine.org 

Mac Pedersen
Senior Marketing Manager, Washington State Wine Commission 
mpedersen@washingtonwine.org 
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